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The month of May was packed with
interesting events and experiences. For the
Embassy, the highlight was the celebration
of Africa Day with a reception in the garden
of the Foreign Ministry jointly hosted by the
ten resident African embassies in Prague. It
was a joyful occasion with traditional food
from the ten African countries adding to the
colour and diversity of the occasion. | was
particularly proud that a group of South
African students studying in the Czech
Republic were present at the event.

| was also privileged to attend some of the
various events in Prague organised in
celebration of the 700" anniversary of King
Charles 1V, the revered 14" century
monarch. It was a reminder that during his
long reign of almost 30 years, he presided
over the Golden Age of the Czech Lands
with Prague as the cultural capital of central
Europe.

It was refreshing to drive through the
beautiful countryside on the way to attending
a symposium in Marianské Lazn¢ at the end
of May. Living in the city, one tends to miss
the bounty of nature at this time of the year
with the flowering meadows and fresh green
forests.

EMBASSY NEWS

Africa Day

African Embassies in Prague jointly hosted a
reception in the gardens of the Czech
Foreign Ministry on 25 May 2016 to
celebrate Africa Day. Addresses were given
by Foreign Minister Mr Lubomir Zaoralek
and Doyenne of the African Group,
Ambassador of Morocco Ms Souriya
Otmani. About 200 guests attended and had
an opportunity to taste typical African food
and different wines provided by the
Embassies. The event with Heads of Mission
representing African countries from “Cape to
Cairo” reflected both the diversity and the
unity of the African continent.

Deputy Minister Martin :I'Iapa(in:th middle)and
African Ambassadorsat Africa Day celebration,
MFA, 25 May 2016

Ambassador Verwey and South African students
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of the Czech King and Roman Emperor
Charles 1V, including a Mass at St Vitus
Cathedral; a commemorative event at St
Barbara Chapel in the presence of the Grand
Duke of Luxemburg and an exhibition of
Czech crown jewels.
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Africa Day celebrationMFA, Prague, 25 May 2016
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Ambassador Verwey meeting His Rokahness the
Grand Duke of Luxemburg during the Charles IV

700" anniversary celebrations, Prague, 13 May 2016
Picture: Embassy of Luxemburg
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= - Ambassador was invited to the
Former Czech Ambassadors to RSA,JdroslavSiro  GEOMED symposium held at A~

and MsBlanka Fajkusoa, Ambassadoierwey and T M
Mr MichalMFAef ab ek Marianské lazné on 27 May 2016. —_—

She met the Deputy Mayor and MARIANSKE
Prospects of Africa was also taken on a guided tour of

The Heads of Mission of African countries the famous spa town.
accredited to the Czech Republic jointly
participated in a symposium on the topic
Prospects of Africa at the Metropolitan
University Prague (MUP) on 9 May 2016.
Following presentations on their respective
countries, there was a lively discussion with
the audience on issues such as migration,
regional economic prospects, economic
sanctions, south-south cooperation and the
African Union.
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Ambassador Verweysymposium organizer Dr Petr
Petr (second from the left) and other participants of
the GEOMED symposium
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Heads of Mission participating in the discussion at
the Metropolitan University Pragu®icture: MUP

Events marking Charles IV anniversary A N ]
The Ambassador attended several events Symposium participants in front of ssionaria
marking the 700" anniversary of the birthday ~ Hotel. PicturesKarel B a § Maaketing Manager
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EmbassyGetTogether

On Friday afternoon, 6 May 2016 the
Ambassador hosted a spring party/team
building gathering for the Embassy staff at
the Official Residence. While the women
prepared salads, the men grilled sausages and
toasted sandwiches. Staff members tried
their hand at pétanque and other games.
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Diplomatic functions

The Ambassador attended the annual joint
Benelux reception; national days of
Azerbaijan, Georgia and Poland; Victory
Day hosted by the Ambassador of Russia; a
working lunch hosted by the Ambassador of
Kuwait; a diplomatic dinner hosted by the
Ambassador of Belgium; the opening concert
of the Prague Spring Festival conducted by
Estonian conductor Paavo Jarvi and an
exhibition marking 110 years of the
Jerusalem Synagogue.

STAFF NEWS/SA CITIZENS

Ms RTgi birthday § 6 s
Embassy staff arranged a small tea party to
celebrate a special birthday of our colleague
Alenka Rzickova on 19 May 2016.
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Congratulations!



SOUTH AFRICAN NEWS

President Zuma paid a state visit to Qatar
President Jacob Zuma paid a State Visit to
Qatar from 18 - 19 May 2016. Bilateral
political and economic relations with Qatar
have grown significantly over recent years;
most of South Africa’s investments in the
country are in petrochemical-related sectors.

~, - -
President Zuman Doha, Qatar for State Visit

Picture: The Presidency

Palestine President visited RSA

President Jacob Zuma hosted President
Mahmoud Abbas of Palestine on a Working
Visit to South Africa on 25 May 2016. South
Africa and Palestine enjoy cordial relations
that date back to the days of the Anti-
Apartheid struggle.
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DeputyPresident of Venezuela visited RS
Deputy President of the Bolivarian Republic
of Venezuela, Mr Aristébulo Isturiz paid a
Working Visit to South Africa from 8 - 10
May 2016. South Africa was the first stop on
his round of visits to BRICS countries.

Debuty President Aristoébu
Tambo Airport. Walking next tbim is Venezuela's

Ambassador to South Africa, Ms Mairin Moreno
RSA8 May 2016Picture:Jacoline Schoonees

Credentials presentation in RSA

Ambassadors and High Commissioners
Designate from 16 countries presented their
Letters of Credence to President Jacob Zuma

at a credentials ceremony at the Sefako
Makgatho  Presidential ~ Guesthouse in
Pretoria on 13 May 2016.

Group photograph of President Jacob Zuma and the
Ambassadors and High Commissiondpsetoria, 13
May 2016. Picture: Jacoline Schoonees

Budget VoteSpeech

International Relations and Cooperation
Minister Ms Maite Nkoana-Mashabane
presented her Budget Speech in Parliament
on 3 May 2016. The Minister outlined the
programme and activities of her Department
in pursuit of South Africa’s foreign policy
objectives.

Minister Maite Nkoanaviashabane delivers her
Budget Vote speech, Old Assembly Hall, Parliament,
Cape Town, South Africa, 3 May 2016. Picture:
Jacoline Schoonees

Visit to Ghana i
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Minister of Fore|gn Affalrs of Ghana MsHanna
Tetteh and Minister Maite NkoanaMashabange
Accra, Ghana, 6 May 2016. Picture: Jacoline
Schoonees
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Minister Maite Nkoana-Mashabane co
chaired the 4" Session of the Permanent
Joint Commission for Cooperation between
South Africa and Ghana held from 5-6 May
2016 in Accra. Ghana is a strategic partner
for South Africa; more than sixty South
African firms operate in Ghana.

Women 20 Meeting in Xi'an, PRC

Foreign Minister Maite Nkoana-Mashabane
participated in a summit of the W20, a G20
engagement group which was held in Xi‘an,
the People's Republic of China from 24-26
May 2016 under the theme: Equal

participation and innovative developmen

South Africa is ranked number 17 out of 142
countries on women's equality.

Africa-Nordic Ministerial Meeting

Minister Ms Maite Nkoana-Mashabane
participated in the 15" Africa-Nordic
Meeting held in Oslo from 26-27 May 2016

under the theme Ensuring stability and

prosperity in a new security landscape.

South Africa plays a key role in the
economic development of the continent and
contributes to peacekeeping and post-war
reconstruction and development efforts.

CZECH NEWS

Czech Republic marked ™anniversary of
the end of World War Il

A number of memorial events took place on
8 May 2016 across the Czech Republic to
mark the 71st anniversary of the end of
World War Il. The main ceremony is
ttraditionally held at Prague's Vitkov
memorial. Two Gripen fighter jets flew over
the memorial to mark the national holiday.
On the occasion of Liberation Day, President
Milo§ Zeman appointed five new army
generals and promoted other leading

representatives of the military and police.

Picture: Prague Castle

Visegrad FourMinisters met in Prague

Minister Maite NkoanaMashabane at the Opening The Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the

Dinner of the Ministerial Meeting, Oslo, Z& May
2016. Picture: Yolande Snyman

Africa Day celebration

President Jacob Zuma hosted the Africa Day
celebration which was held on 25 May 2016
at the Cape Town International Convention
Centre under the theme Building a better
Afrlca and a Better Worl

Visegrad Group
(V4) and the Eastern

VoW the Easte
= = ~— Partnership countries
VISEGRAD GROUP et from 3-4 May

2016 in Prague under the Czech Republic
Presidency.

Visegrad Group Defence Ministers met in
Liblice Chateau, Czech Republic on 25 May
2016. Cooperation in connection with the
migrant crisis and the current security
situation was discussed.

The group's ministers focused on the
strengthening of the collective defence of the

Pre5|dent Jacob Zuma and Deputy PreS|dent CyriAlliance's eastern wing, including the V4's

Ramaphosa celebrating Africa Day during a Cabinefotation military presence in the Baltic and
Meeting in Cape TownPicture: The Presidency Poland.
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Charles IV 70(‘)1 annlversary

#Em On the occasion of the 700"
anniversary of the birthday
. of Charles 1V, King of
Bohemia and Holy Roman
Emperor (1316  -1378),
- various commemorative
' events were organised at
' Prague Castle and other
places. People queued several hours to see
the crown jewels.

Czechlsraeli bilateral consultations

On 22 May 2016, the Governments of the
Czech Republic and the State of Israel held
the 4" Intergovernmental Consultations
chaired by the Prime Minister of the Czech
Republic, Mr Bohuslav Sobotka and the
Prime Minister of the State of Israel, Mr
Benjamin Netanyahu. The Czech delegation
included some 30 entrepreneurs. Both sides
expressed appreciation about the rising trend
of cooperation in new areas such as cyber
security, science, technology and innovation.

Joint photograph of government officials following
intergovernmental consultations in Jerusalem, 22

May 2016 Picture: The Government

and Minister of Finance Jifi Rusnok as the
next Governor of the Czech National Bank
for a term of six years starting on 1 July
2016 at a ceremony at Prague Castle. Mr
Rusnok is currently a member of the CNB
Bank Board.

Filip re-electedK S L khairman

The Czech opposition Communist Party of
Bohemia and Moravia (KSCM) re-elected
Vojtéch Filip as the party chairman for
another four years at its national congress on
14 May 2016. He received 176 out of 275
votes and defeated his only rival candidate,
Josef Skéla.

PragueFringe Festival

The 15" Prague Fringe Festival, a mix of
theatre, comedy, music, dance and
storytelling takes place in Prague from 27
May to 4 June 2016. Five South African
groups are participating in the Festival this
year, g|vmg 23 performances in total.

15" PRAGUE FRINGE FESTIVAL
FRIDAY MAY 27 — SATURDAY JUNE 4" 2016

President Zeman appointe@inew Governor atist and painterAdolf Born died
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PresidentMi | o 8 apmimsln § i
Castle, 25 May016. Fhoto: CTK

On 25 May 2016, President Milo§ Zeman
appointed former caretaker Prime Minister

FPrtague o k

Renowned Czech artist Adolf
Born, creator of an animated
television series and well-
known graphic prints and
illustrator of over 250 books
died at the age of 85 on 22
May 2016.

For more information about the
activities of the South African Embassy
in Prague please visit our website:
http://www.saprague.cz
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